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ABSTRACT

The genus Capparis consists of maximum number of species in the family Capparaceae and has restricted
distribution to the subtropical and tropical regions of the world. In India 29 species have been reported in
earlier work. The present paper reports the expended distributions of an endemic and vulnerable shrub of
Peninsular India, Capparis shevaroyensis Sund.-Ragh. (Capparaceae) a flowering plants from Southern
Eastern Ghats of Tamil Nadu. To aid the taxonomists, detailed description, illustration and distribution
are provided herewith.
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INTRODUCTION

While working on the floristic of Karanthamalai hills and Sirumalai hills of Dindigul district of Eastern
Ghats, Southern part of the Tamil Nadu are known for their rich biodiversity and over one-third of its
angiosperms are endemic (Kaveriappa and Shetty 2001). Conservation needed for the endemic plants taxa
(Nayar, 1996). Plant diversity and plants endemism are higher towards the wet Southern to the dry region
(Nihara et al., 2007). An endemic taxon, being limited in range to the geographical area under
consideration, no doubt has special phyto-geographical interest. In every flora there are many endemic
species or small groups of endemics awaiting intensive investigation by combined field observation,
experimental ecology and comparative taxonomy (Turrill, 1951).

Eastern Ghats are broken hills with low elevation but very rich in species diversity with considerable
endemic species. It has been sparsely documented in terms of its floristic wealth like the flora of Eastern
Ghats (Subramanyam and Henry, 1959; Matthew, 1983; Sriganesan, 1984; Mathusuthana, 1992;
Muthurakku, 1992; Pallithanam, 2001; Pullaiah and Rao, 2002; Brabhu et al., 2005; Reddy et al., 2006;
Pullaiah et al., 2007 and Kottaimuthu et al., 2008). Lower hills ranges consists of highly disturbed scrub
forests while tropical dry deciduous forests occupy major portion of meddle hill ranges. Semi-evergreen
forests occur in the higher elevation and along the valleys. Eastern Ghats is bestowed with several
endemic and medicinal plants species, in spite of their rich plant wealth, a very few floristic (Pallithanam,
2001; Soosairaj and Maheswari, 2010) and diversity work have done in these regions (Soosairaj et al.,
2003; Soosairaj et al., 2006; Soosairaj and Maheswari, 2010). However, this work was compiled by K.M.
Matthew based on the collections made by J.M. Pallithanam during 1955-1960. Subsequent to this
pioneering work, for nearly half-a-century, only a few collections (Karuppusamy et al., 2001 and
Kottaimuthu et al., 2008 ) have been made in the recent past in these hills and present time have been
completely floristic work, Flora of Eastern Ghats: Hill Ranges of South East India (Pullaiah et al., 2007).
Cappariaceae consists of 16 genera and ca. 480 species distributed around the world and concentrated in
the tropical and subtropical regions (Steven, 2001). According to Mabberely 2008, it is the largest genus
with ca. 250 species, distributed in tropical and subtropical regions of the world and there are 29 species
in India (Sharma and Balkrishna, 1993). Capparis L. is one of the genera having high percentage of
endemism in India. While 9 species are confined to India 5 are endemic to India and Sir Lanka (Sharma
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and Balakrishna, 1993). Hence a brief description, phenological data, notes on distribution and specimens
examined are given here for easy identification of the taxa in the field and all the voucher specimens are
deposited in the Department of Botany, Joseph’s College, Tiruchirappalli.

This species is mainly distributed in the forest up to 750 — 800 m ASL of Eastern Ghats in Tamil Nadu
(Kottaimuthu et al., 2008). Hooker (1872) and Gamble (1915) reported this species from the Eastern
slopes of lower elevation and higher elevation. This Capparis shevaroyensis is collected from Southern
part of distribution localities of Odamandurai odai, Karanthamalai hills and on the way to Puthur to
Tholukadu, Sirumalai hills.

Capparis shevaroyensis Sund.-Ragh.

2.5mm ‘ 2.5 mm 7

Capparis shevaroyensis Sund.-Ragh.
1. Habit, 2. Flower, 3. Sepal, 4. Petal, 5. Stamen,
6. Pistil, 7 & 8. Ovary l.s. & t.s.
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Capparis shevaroyensis Sund.-Ragh. in Kew Bull. 37:72. 1982 & Fl. India 2:290. 1993. C. parviflora
Hook. f. Thomson in Fl. Brit. India 1:176. 1872, non Boiss. 1843; Dunn in Gamble, FIl. Pres. Madras
1:32. 1957 (rep. ed.). Srinivasan in Nair & Henry, FI. Tamil Nadu 1:14. 1983.

Straggling shrub, up to 3 m high; branchlets ribbed, pubescent when young, later glabrous. Stipular thorns
minute or prominent, sometimes absent. Leaves alternate, ovate-elliptic or oblong-lanceolate, 5 - 10.5 x 2
- 3.5 cm, obtuse at base, entire, sometimes slightly undulate at margin, acuminate, sometimes obtusely
acuminate and retuse at apex, subcoriaceous, glabrous, paler beneath, midrib above sunken in young
leaves and slightly raised in mature leaves; lateral 8-14-pairs, impressed beneath; petioles 1 - 2 mm long.
Flowers white, in 5 — 10 flowered, subterminal and axillary umbels; peduncles 0.5 - 3 cm long; pedicels 1
— 1.2 cm long, glabrous. Sepals 4, ovate — oblong to obovate, 3 — 6 x 2 — 4 mm, concave. Petals 4, white,
oblong — elliptic, 5 — 7 x 2 — 4 mm, sericeous tomentose on both sides, ciliate at margin. Stamens 15 — 25,
glabrous; filaments curved, 0.6 — 1 cm long; anthers oblong, 1 — 2 mm long. Gynophore 0.5 — 1.2 cm,
purplish. Ovary ovoid, 0.1 — 0.2 x 0.1 cm; style minute, bristle like; stigma obscure. Drupes globose, 1 —
1.2 cm across; seed solitary, ovoid - globose, 6 — 8 mm across, furrowed, blackish.

Habitat: Along slopes and in between rocky crevices of moist deciduous and wet semi-evergreen forests,
at an elevation range of 750 — 800. Flowering & Fruiting: July — November; March — May.

Distribution: India, Tamil Nadu (Karanthamalai and Sirumalai).

Specimens examined: Eastern Ghats: Tamil Nadu: Dindugul District, Muthukkaruppu odali,
Karanthamalai hills, 304 — 400 m 15 — 08 — 2012, SJC BOT1097 and on the way to Puthur to Tholukadu,
Sirumalai hills, 960-975 m, 26 -10 - 2012, SJIC BOT 1199, Soosairaj S, Dhatchanamoorthy N and Raja P.
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