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ABSTRACT 

Offense is a significantly complicated phenomenon, which can be observed in various social 

environments in different forms. The present study has been conducted for purpose of investigating 

effective social and cultural factors in delinquency of juveniles in age range of 18-27 imprisoned in 

Jahrom City by 2014. Applied method in this study is survey method and sample includes 314 persons. 

Data collection instrument in this study has been e questionnaire with Cronbach alpha of 83%. In this 

study, Pearson Correlation Test would be applied for purpose of testing hypotheses and also regression 

analysis would be also applied for purpose of testing mean differences and one-way variance analysis 

(ANOVA). According to obtained results from Regression analysis of delinquency, coefficient of 

determination (0.87) is in goof range; meaning that independent variables are able to determine relevant 

variances of delinquency to 0.87% and all remained variances are resulted from those variables, which are 

not considered in this study. In addition, variables of social environment with beta of 0.145; parenting 

style to 0.171; earning of parents to 0.145 and sex with beta of 0.045 can affect delinquency and the most 

effect is resulted from parenting. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Delinquency is a significantly complicated social phenomenon, which can be observed in different social 

environments in different forms (Amid). In view of Hirshashi, delinquency would be occurred when 

commitments of individuals to the society becomes weak or is eliminated generally (Mohammadi). 

Delinquency has been defined specially by psychologists as a kind of crime that can be committed by the 

individuals, who have not achieved legal age (Sekhavat, 1997). 

In the current world, the issue that what problems are considered in regard with family and what methods 

can be considered for solving them is a discussion that has gained attention of scientists in fields of 

sociology, law, economics, psychology, training and even politics. Abundant international documents are 

available in regard with problems in families, especially adolescents in a family, including Universal 

Declaration of Children’s Rights; Relevant Treaties of Obligations in Marriage and minimum age of 

marriage. Each mentioned problem indicates an aspect of the current problems of juvenile in a family. 

Today, it can be observed that families face many difficulties and disturbances; divorce rate is being 

increased everyday; intimacy and love has been destroyed and crimes and violations have been increased 

among them (Salmani, 2007). However, future of the country and the society and even future of whole 

world should be constructed by adolescents, since they are today’s adolescents and tomorrow’s men and 

women (Sotudeh, 2008). Adolescents can be also considered as birds with thousand wings, which fly to 

all directions in the most rapid course of their life, so that to find their destiny in the world; although there 

are also some birds with burned feathers and wings, which would finally choose destruction way and 

make the society to become their mourner (Sadigh, 1997). 

Crime occurrence in adolescence and juvenile age is not an unconscious issue, but also it has an 

evolutional process over the time. Undoubtedly, family environment is significantly effective in this field, 

i.e. adolescence is an interesting age, since for any term applied for adolescents, an opposite concept can 

be also considered for it; e.g. adolescents have adaptability with their parents or they riot against their 
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parents (Manuchehrian, 1965). Studies in this field indicate that bad and inadequate performance of 

parents is the most important effective factor in prediction of juvenile delinquency. For example, 

according to studies in France, 80% of criminal children are grown up in families that their family 

environment is constantly stressful because of inadaptability and lack of amity among family members 

(Taj, 2000). 

After divorce, most people would face an age of conflict and emotional dichotomy and new behavioral 

changes, which can deeply affect behavior of family members and specially children, which one of the 

most important effects can be delinquency of children (Safavi, 1991). 

For sample of the study, 1964 adolescents and youths in age range of 18-27 imprisoned in Jahrom by 

2014 were selected. The sample size can be obtained through using Cochran formulation, which has been 

explained in details as follows. 

  
 

 
Z= 1.96 

D= 0.05 

Q= 0.55 

P= 0.5 

n= 314 

Sampling Method 

In order to obtain sample size, random sampling method has been applied, which sampling method for 

criminal adolescents has been in form of case study and sampling of the control group has been in kind of 

simple random method. 

Analysis Unit 

Analysis unit in this study has been individual. 

Observation Unit 

Observation unit in this study is individual, which is prison of Jahrom City, Iran 

Data Collection Instrument 

At the present study, the author has attempted to use questionnaire in field method for purpose of 

collecting required data and has also applied checklist and tables in library method. 

Validation of the Study 

For purpose of measuring validation of the study, applied method has been presented as follows: 

Research Validation 

Validity of measurements is depended on adaptation of the concept with empirical variables. The main 

method for validation is careful investigation of concept parameter in light of its meaning and presenting 

the serious question that is the measurement instrument able to measure desired concept correctly? 

(Baker, 1998) At the present study, standard validation method has been applied. 

Operative definitions  

Ecologic Conditions: Presence of deprivations and lack of using some foods can cause some specific 

behaviors and modes in people. 

Emotional Factors: Basically, those people, who have not been satisfied in terms of emotions and safety, 

may face inadaptability. Some factors like jealousness, nemesis and prejudice can be regarded as 

deviation roots.  
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Mental Factors: Sense of blame and sin can provide conditions for inquietude in children and they may 

conduct some actions to purge themselves (implacability, inferiority complex, unawareness and 

deprivation). 

Training Conditions: Delinquency and deviation can be mainly resulted from lack of suitable training 

and parenting styles in family. Inadequate family environment can cause distrust in children. Some factors 

include unlimited supports, spoiling, unlimited admiring children, conflict between parents and ethical 

conditions of the family.  

Discipline Factors: Sometimes, the deviations may be emerged in children inordinately, which the most 

important ones include violence parents, offish and angry parents, angriness and beating children, 

weakness and lack of controlling in the family. 

Social Factors: The society and the environment, in which individuals live, and the group that they are in 

interaction with it have basic role in training them. Some effective social factors in delinquency include 

unorganized families, conservation and deviation, divorce and living in deviated environment full of 

crime and corruption. 

Economic Factors: In many cases, poverty and economic deprivation can make children maladjusted.  

Cultural Factors: Some cultural factors in delinquency include unawareness of duties and 

responsibilities, TV, radio and generally mass media programs, wrong proverbs and traditions. 

Inheritance: Crime and delinquency is not like a gene and inheritance that can be transferred and 

assigned. Deviation and crimes can't be inherited and one can't claim that parents can transfer their bad 

behaviors and actions to their children. Therefore, the children would follow same way and would show 

behaviors of their parents and this can't be considered as a heritage, but also it has social and cultural 

transfer dimension. The aim by inheritance is many behaviors and actions of parents, who are 

unrestrained and they may be existed in their children too. 

Variable of kind of family's behavior: dimensions of the variable are as follows: 

1- Intimate and hot relationship: categories of the dimension are as follows: 

- Love and interest between parents 

- Loving parents by children 

- Respecting family members 

- spending free times with children 

- interference of children in personal affairs of parents 

2- nervous and cold relationships: categories of this dimension are as follows: 

- lack of love and interest between parents 

- lack of interest and love between children and parents 

- impoliteness among family members 

- lack of handling problems 

- battery of family members and violent behaviors 

Variable of Education Level of Parents 

Categories for independent variable of education level of parents are as follows: 

- illiterate  

- elementary education 

- secondary education 

- academic education 

Variable of social-economic status of family: dimensions of the variable are as follows: 

1- earning of parents: categories for the dimension are as follows: 

- father's earning rate 

- mother's earning rate 

2- job of parents: categories for the dimension are as follows: 

- father's job 

- mother's job 

3- social growth of family members: categories for the dimension are as follows: 
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- membership of family members in library 

- amount of using cultural products by family members (book, magazine and newspapers) 

Due to spread of different types of delinquency in adolescents, some categories would be investigated in 

this study as dependent variables for juvenile delinquency. According to question presented to office of 

Jahrom's prison, the most common type of these delinquencies is presented as follows: 

- carrying drugs 

- theft  

Generally, the table for studied variables in this study would be as follows: 

 

Table 1: Dimensions and criteria of research variables 

Variable  Type of variable Dimensions  Criteria  Question  

Independent  Dependent  

 

 

 

 

 

Social 

environm

ent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 

 

 

 

* 

 Intimate  

and  

hot  

relationship 

Love and interest between parents 8 

Loving parents by children 9-10 

Respecting family members 11-12 

spending free times with children 13-15 

interference of children in 

personal affairs of parents 

14-16 

 

 

 

Parenting  

lack of love and interest between 

parents 

17-19 

lack of interest and love between 

children and parents 

18-20-21 

impoliteness among family 

members 

22-23 

lack of handling problems 24-25-27 

battery of family members and 

violent behaviors 

26 

 

 

 

Economi

c  

And 

social  

Status of 

family 

Earning  

Rate of  

Parents  

Father's earning rate 28 

Mother's income rate 29 

 Job of 

parents 

Father's job 6 

Mother's job 7 

  

 

 

 

Social 

growth of 

family 

members 

membership of family members in 

library 

30 

amount of using cultural products 

by family members (book, 

magazine and newspapers) 

31-32 

Educatio

n of 

parents 

 

* 

 Illiterate  4-5 

Elementary education 

Secondary education 

Academic education 

Sex     Female   

    Male   

Delinque

ncy  

  

* 

Theft   33 

Carrying 

drugs 

 34 
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Research Validation 

The aim by validation is to gain same results from a test in several iterations or several analyses 

(Sarukhani, 2001). In order to determine validity of the present study, Cronbach alpha coefficient has 

been applied. In fact, cronbach alpha indicates internal integrity and adaptability of the variables. Total 

alpha of the questionnaire is equal to 83% and table 2 has presented obtained results from validation of 

independent variables separately. 

 

Table 2: Results of validation of independent variables 

Row  Variable  Coefficient of Cronbach alpha 

1 Social environment 0.78 

2 Parenting and training 0.82 

3 Delinquency  0.81 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Results  

Data analysis is important for purpose of investigating accuracy of hypotheses in any kind of research. 

Today, in most studies that are relied on collected data from research subject, data analysis is one of the 

main and most important sections of study. Raw data would be analyzed using statistical techniques and 

they would be presented for users as information after processing step.  

For purpose of data analysis of collected data, firstly descriptive statistics in this study would investigate 

studied variables such as social environment, parenting, earning of parents, education of parents, sex and 

so on. Then, analytical statistics would be presented. In regard with analytical statistics of the study, 

Pearson correlation coefficient has been firstly applied for purpose of investigating relationships and 

ANOVA has been applied for purpose of testing mean differences. Finally, regression test has been 

applied in this study. 

Descriptive Statistics 

In this section, statistical analysis has been applied for purpose of investigating distribution of statistical 

sample in terms of variables including sex, social environment, parenting, earning of parents, education of 

parents and delinquency. Descriptive statistics have been applied for purpose of describing sample status. 

Hence, relevant descriptive statistics of studied variables would be investigated here to provide ability of 

presenting clear and explicit answer to research questions. 

 

Table 3: Frequency distribution based on sex 

Sex  Frequency  Frequency percent Cumulative frequency percent 

Male  290 92.4 92.4 

Female  24 7.6 - 

Total  314 100 100 

 

According to table 3, 92.4% of respondents are men and 7.6% are women. Frequency diagram of sex of 

criminals has been presented as follows. 

 

Table 4: Frequency distribution based on age of prisoners  

Age  Frequency  Frequency percent Cumulative frequency percent 

13-17 year old 47 15 15 

18-28 year old 157 50 65 

29-32 year old 88 28 93 

33-36 year old 11 3.5 96.5 

Above 36 1 0.3 96.8 

No answer  10 3.2 - 

Total  314 100 100 
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Figure 1: Diagram of frequency distribution based on sex of prisoners 

 

According to table 4, 15% of respondents are in age range of 13-17; 50% in age range of 18-28; 28% in 

age range of 29-32; 3.5% are in age range of 33-36; 0.3% are above 36 year old and 3.2% of respondents 

didn't answer the questions. 

 

 
Figure 2: Frequency distribution based on age of prisoners 

 

Table 5: Criminal background of prisoners 

Criminal 

background 

Frequency  Frequency percent Cumulative frequency 

percent 

Below 1 year 175 55.7 55.7 

2-3 years 100 31.8 85.5 

Above 4 years 37 11.8 99.3 

No answer 2 0.6  

Total  314 100 100 
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According to table 5, 55.7% of respondents have imprisonment background below 1 year; 31.8% of them 

had background to 2-3 years and 11.8% of respondents had imprisonment background above 4 years and 

0.6% didn't answer the question.  

  

 
Figure 3: Frequency distribution based on imprisonment background of respondents 

 

Table 6: Frequency distribution based on marital status of respondents  

 Marital status Frequency  Frequency percent Cumulative frequency 

percent 

Married  51 16.2 16.2 

Single  242 77.1 93.3 

Widow 9 2.9 96.2 

Divorced  9 2.9 99.1 

No answer 3 1  

Total  314 100 100 

 

According to table 6, 16.2% of respondents are married; 77.1% are single; 2.9% of respondents are 

widow and 2.9% of them are divorced and 1% of them didn't answer the question. 

 

Table 7: Frequency distribution based on father's education level 

Father's education Frequency  Frequency percent Cumulative frequency percent 

Diploma  73 23.2 23.2 

Post-diploma 74 23.6 46.8 

BA 147 46.8 93.6 

MA and higher 19 6.1 99.7 

No answer  1 0.3  

Total  314 100 100 

 

According to table 7, 23.2% of respondents' fathers are diploma; 23.6% are post-diploma; 46.8% are in 

BA level; 6.1% are in MA level and higher levels and 0.3% have bot answered the question. 

 

Table 8: Frequency distribution based on education level of respondents' mothers 

Mother's education Frequency  Frequency percent 

Elementary-guidance 5 1.6 

Secondary-diploma 78 24.8 

Post diploma-BA 164 52.2 

MA and higher 4 1.3 

No answer 63 20.1 

Total  314 100 
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According to table 8, education level of 1.6% of mothers is in range of elementary-guidance school; 

24.8% in secondary-diploma level; 52.2% in post diploma-BA level; 1.3% in BA and higher levels and 

20.1% of them have not answered the question. 

 

Table 9: Frequency distribution based on earning rate of prisoners 

Earning rate Frequency  Frequency percent 

150-350 3 1 

351-551 19 6.1 

552-751 98 31.2 

More than 751 188 59.9 

No answer 6 1.9 

Total  314 100 

 

According to table 9, earning rate of 1% of respondents is 150-350; 6.1% to 351-552; 31.2% 552-751; 

59.9% have earning rate more than 751 and 1.9% didn't answer the question. 

 

 
Figure 4: Frequency based on earning of respondents 

 

Table 10: Frequency distribution and descriptive statistics of respondents based on variable of 

social environment 

Answers  Frequency  Percent  Actual percent Cumulative percent 

Agreed  10 3.2 3.2 3.2 

Neutral  224 71.3 71.8 75 

Disagreed 78 24.8 25 - 

No answer 2 6 - - 

Total  314 100 100 100 

Mean  4 - - - 

SD 0.92 - - - 

  
According to obtained results from descriptive table for social environment, 3.2% of respondents have 

chosen "agreed" option; 71.3% have chosen neutral option; 24.8% have also chosen disagreed option. In 

addition, calculated mean value is 4 and SD is also equal to 0.92. 
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Table 11: Frequency distribution and descriptive statistics of respondents based on parenting 

variable 

Answers  Frequency  Percent  Actual percent Cumulative percent 

Agreed  40 12.7 13.5 13.5 

Neutral  159 50.6 53.7 67.2 

Disagreed 97 30.9 33.8 - 

No answer 18 5.7 - - 

Total  3.4 100 100 100 

Mean  3.9 - - - 

SD 1 - - - 

 

According to table 11, 12.7% of respondents have chosen agreed option; 50.6% have chosen neutral 

option and 30.9% have chosen agreed option. Calculated mean value is equal to 3.9 and SD is also equal 

to 1. 

 

Table 12: Frequency distribution and descriptive statistics based on delinquency variable 

Answers  Frequency  Percent  Actual percent Cumulative percent 

Agreed  7 2.2 2.2 2.2 

Neutral  147 46.8 47 49.2 

Disagreed 159 50.6 50.8 - 

No answer 1 0.3 - - 

Total  314 100 100 100 

Mean  4.6 - - - 

SD 0.86 - - - 

 

According to table 12, 2.2% of respondents have chosen agreed option; 46.8% have chosen neutral option 

and 50.6% have chosen disagreed option. Calculated mean value is equal to 4.6 and SD is also equal to 

0.86.  

Inferential Statistics 

In order to investigate relationships, Pearson Coefficient of correlation, mean difference test and ANOVA 

has been applied. 

Inferential Data Analysis  

The scholars in social sciences are mainly following analysis and discrimination of desired data and 

variables. Such objective can be achieved in section of inferential data analysis, since relationships 

between variables and also differences between studied groups would be investigated and analyzed in this 

section. Hence, the section presents a report of obtained results from relationships between independent or 

dependent variables and investigates also its dimensions analytically. 

Firstly, Pearson coefficient of correlation between independent variables and delinquency would be 

presented. Then, ANOVA and then t-test have been presented based on obtained results. Afterwards, 

obtained results would be presented and finally, regression analysis would be reported and path analysis 

would be presented too. 

Testing Hypothesis 

Here, relevant tests have been applied for purpose of testing research hypotheses and separated table has 

been also presented for each hypothesis. 

Hypothesis 1: it seems that there is a significant and positive relationship between social environment 

and juvenile delinquency imprisoned in Jahrom 
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Table 13: Correlation coefficient between social environment and delinquency 

Variable  Pearson value Correlation statistics 

 

Social environment  

Correlation coefficient  0.730 

Sig 0.000 

Number  314 

 

According to table 13, social environment and delinquency are in significant relationship with correlation 

coefficient of0.730 in confidence level of 0.95. The relationship is a direct relation and hence, the 

hypothesis 1 has been confirmed.  

Hypothesis 2: it seems that there is a significant and positive relationship between parenting and juvenile 

delinquency in imprisoned adolescents in Jahrom. 

 

Table 14: Correlation coefficient between parenting and juvenile delinquency 

Variable Pearson value Correlation Statistics 

 

Parenting 

Correlation coefficient 0.871 

Sig 0.000 

Number 314 

 

 According to table 14, parenting and delinquency are in significant relationship with correlation 

coefficient of 0.871 in confidence level of 0.95. Hence, the hypothesis 1 has been confirmed. 

Hypothesis 3: it seems that there is a significant and positive relationship between earning of parents and 

juvenile delinquency in imprisoned adolescents in Jahrom. 
 

Table 15: ANOVA between earning rate of parents and juvenile delinquency 

Variable Source of 

variance 

Sum of 

squares 

df Mean 

squares 

f ratio Sig 

Earning of 

parents 

Inter-group 282.7 3 94.2 9.4 0.000 

Intra-group 2911.7 291 10   

Total 3194.4 294    
 

According to obtained results from ANOVA, there is a significant difference between earning rate of 

parents and juvenile delinquency. Hence, the hypothesis has been confirmed through considering 

significance level of p=0.05. 

Hypothesis 4: it seems that there is a significant and positive relationship between education level of 

parents and juvenile delinquency in imprisoned Jahrom’s adolescents. 
 

Table 16: ANOVA between parents’ education level and juvenile delinquency 

Variable Source of 

variance  

Sum of 

squares 

df Mean 

squares 

f ratio Sig 

Earning of 

parents 

Inter-group 21.9 3 7.3 1.9 0.115 

Intra-group 1116.9 304 3.6   

Total 1138.8 307    
 

According to obtained results from ANOVA in table 16, it could be found that there is no significant 

difference between father’s education level and delinquency. Hence, hypothesis 4 has been rejected. 
 

Table 17: ANOVA between mother’s education level and juvenile delinquency 

Variable Source of 

variance  

Sum of 

squares 

df Mean 

squares 

f ratio Sig 

Earning of 

parents 

Inter-group 100.2 4 25 2.2 0.067 

Intra-group 3158 280 1112   

Total 3258.3 284    
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According to table 17, there is no significant difference between mother’s education level and 

delinquency based on significance level of p= 0.05. Hence, the hypothesis has been rejected. 

Hypothesis 5: it seems that there is significant difference between criminal girls and boys imprisoned in 

Jahrom. 

 

Table 18: Test of investigating mean difference between sex and delinquency 

Variable  Sex Number Mean SD t-value df Sig 

efficiency  male  279 12.9 2.5 0.387 299 0.000 

female 22 8 1.4 

 

According to table 18, there is significant difference between sex and efficiency and its dimensions. The 

hypothesis has been confirmed through considering significance level of p=0.05. 

Multivariate Regression 

In regression, the aim is to estimate or predict some specifications with having information about other 

specifications. This can be achieved through creating regression equation. 

Hence, in order to estimate variations of juvenile delinquency through changes of independent variables 

and also in order to specify portion of each independent variable from dependent variables, stepwise 

regression has been applied. This is because; in this regression predictor variables would be added to the 

equation one by one and if they have no significant role in regression, they would be omitted. This can be 

suggested as the best applicable method. 

Fixed value: 

∧

y   

4 x4 + b3 x3 b2 x 2 b + 1  x1 b+ a 

Here, predictor equation of delinquency would be evaluated using Enter regression method. 

Basically, regression method is one of the most complicated methods for testing relations between 

research variables, through which one can predict relative significance of effectiveness of independent 

variables in dependent variable. Hence, as in this study most independent and dependent variables have 

been estimated in interval level and effective independent variables in dependent variable have been 

entered to the model under the title of delinquency, here regression analysis has been applied for purpose 

of facilitating analysis and also making effect of different variables on delinquency comparable. Here, 

mainly beta coefficients have been applied that can indicate weights of variables based on their 

significance. 

 

Table 19: Obtained results from regression analysis of delinquency and independent variables 

 Method of entrance of variables: Enter Method= Enter 

multiple correlation coefficient  R=238 

coefficient of determination R
2
= 0.87 

adjusted coefficient of determination R
2
 adj= 0.13 

SE SE= 3.2 

Variance analysis ANOVA= 5.7 

Sig 0.000 

 

According to table 19, it could be found that coefficient of determination o 0.87 is in good range; meaning 

that independent variables have been able to determine variations of delinquency to 0.87%. Other 

remained variations are also resulted from variables that have not been considered in this study. 
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Table 20: Coefficients of regression analysis of delinquency and independent variables 

Independent 

variables 

B S.E Beta t Sig 

fixed value 30.9 1.5 - 20.4 0.000 

social environment 0.580 0.229 0.145 2.5 0.000 

parenting  0.560 0.225 0.171 2.4 0.000 

parents’ earning 0.613 0.210 0.145 2.9 0.000 

parents’ education 0.013 0.045 0.015 0.003 0.769 

sex 0.387 0.048 0.045 0.136 0.000 

 

According to table 20, variables of social environment with beta of 0.145; parenting with beta of 0.171; 

parents’ earning rate with beta of 0.145 and sex variable with beta of 0.045 can affect delinquency and the 

main effect is resulted from parenting. 

Path Analysis 

Path analysis can be applied for investigation of direct and indirect effects of variables that have been 

considered. Path analysis can’t be o applied for purpose of exploring causes, but also this method can be 

applied in the models that have been created based on knowledge and theoretical considerations.   

 

 
 

Direct coefficients: -0.145 + 0.145 + 0.171 

Indirect coefficients: 0.171 + 0.045 + 171 

Conclusion 

According to the study, it could be mentioned that effective factors in emergence of juvenile delinquency 

in the current society is firstly depended on family. In this regard, one can train required and essential 

information about sustainability of family on basis of intimacy and kindness to new generations through 

enhancing public culture of the society. 

Another effective factor in delinquency lack of adequate parenting and training children, which is duty of 

custodians of training and education of the society, so that sufficient recognition on accepting and gaining 

social norms can be presented to children. The government can have key role in all fields such as 

economic independence of individuals and job creation. This can be an important factor in regard with 

crime prevention. In addition, religious scholars and scientists have also key role in empowering faith, 

cultivation and self-purification, which can be an important factor for crime prevention. 

Scholars believe that in addition to role of family, friends, school, beliefs and other similar factors in 

juvenile delinquency, change in physical and psychological characteristics of individuals while 

maturation can have also key role in change in their behavior and moralities. Factors such as excitement, 

acting on basis of emotions and lack of considering outcomes of an action can also pave the way for 

occurrence of abnormal actions. Hence, controlling behavior and actions of adolescents through family, 
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school, society and religious institutes should be realized. Moreover, sufficient recognition and required 

knowledge should be provided for families and adolescents through different ways such as mass media 

for purpose of crime prevention. 
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